WHO IS LIFE
WITHOUT
BARRIERS?

We are a leading social purpose organisation working in
more than 440 communities across Australia.

WHAT IS
FOSTER CARE?

For children who need time away from their family, foster
care provides a safe and supportive home where they can
heal and grow.
It might be for a night, a week, a year or until a child
reaches adulthood.

50,000

With nearly 50,000 children unable
to live safely at home in Australia
more foster carers are always needed

CAN YOU TELL
ME ABOUT
CHILDREN IN
CARE?

There are so many reasons why children come into care.
They come from all cultures and all corners of our country.
While each child has a unique set of needs and experiences,
almost all come from complex family and social situations
where they may have suffered neglect, trauma or abuse.

CHILDREN IN CARE
• Are aged between 0-17 years
• Come from a range of cultural backgrounds
• Have families who are important to them

ARE THERE
DIFFERENT
TYPES OF
FOSTER CARE?

YES

When it comes to fostering, no two children or families are
the same.
Some children may need foster care for a few nights, while
others will need a more permanent home.

DIFFERENT TYPES OF CARE
•
•
•
•
•

Respite Care
Emergency Or Crisis Care
Short To Medium Term Foster Care
Kinship Foster Care
Long Term Foster Care

LWB is also accredited as an Approved Adoption
Service Provider in NSW.

ARE THERE
DIFFERENT
TYPES OF
FOSTER
CARERS?

Carers can be married, single, living together, or divorced. They
come from all different backgrounds and cultures, can be any
sexual orientation, aged anywhere from 18 years and over,
right through to retirees!

Your ability to care for and nurture a child is what really matters.

WHERE ARE
MORE FOSTER
CARERS
NEEDED?

Everywhere …

WHAT IS THE
LWB
APPROACH
TO FOSTER
CARE?

To support the best possible outcomes for children and young
people in out of home care, we implement an evidence informed,
therapeutic model of care that is grounded by:

Six principles of CARE
Creating Conditions for Change

Relationship based

Family Involved

Developmentally Focused

Competency Centred

Trauma Informed

Ecologically Oriented

LWB SUPPORT
FOR CARERS

LWB foster carers are never alone in their caring journey.
It can be difficult to comprehend the experiences children
bring with them, so it is important that carers feel supported
and confident in their role.

Training

Specialist support

24/7 on-call support

Respite

Financial support

Carer networking

We also encourage carers to form supportive peer
relationships, uniting groups of carers, providing
connection, information, training and emotional support.

SUPPORTING
FOSTER CARERS
IN THE
WORKPLACE

We encourage you to think about Foster Carers in the same
way you think about any other parent in the workplace.
Foster Carer Considerations
• Fostering is simply an alternative pathway to parenting
• Foster carers, like all parents, welcome a child into their
care, their home and their world
• Carers are volunteers, so they’re not paid a wage
• A carer allowance and other financial assistance is
available through state and federal government agencies
• The paid parental leave scheme only supports carers
taking time off work to care for a newborn or recently
adopted child.

Providing a supportive and flexible workplace makes a
world of difference for Carers and for children in care.

WHERE TO
FROM HERE?

Questions?
The LWB foster care website is a great resource
and an ideal place to find more information
www.lwb.org.au

If you’d like to talk to an LWB foster care specialist, you can
contact the team on 1300 592 227 or email carers@lwb.org.au

Thank you

